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The oral literature of the Navajo people generally 
falls, into two categories: the sacred stories and the folk tales,, 
which often, but not always, point'a moral. < Sacred stories relate the 
Navajo "s emergence history. These stories tell how the universe holds 
two kinds of people: the "Earth Surface People" (both living^and 
dead) and the "Holy People" (powerful, mysterious beings theft; belong 
to the Sacred World) : While the Holy People who travel on- lightning., 
sunbeams, and rainbows are very powerful, they axe not all-knowing, 
all-powerful, and all^-good. They make mistakes, and' have human 
emotions. They can be i^vok^ed, supplicate&^propitiated, and coerced 
to help the people of the tribe, or to? ceas§ doing , damage. The Holy w 
People also serve as ideals of, behavior* for the Navajo* people to 
follow or emulate. Although the sacred -stories differ from stbry 1 
teller' to story teller and ( from time to time, the outstanding lesson 
remains^the same. Basic, lessons taugfiVt by these storiels are: the 
universe is a very dangerous place; t/o survive you must maintain 4 
order in* those areas-of life 'that -you can control; avoid guarreling, 
avoid excess, and stay in harmony *with your community, and with 
nature; be wary of non-relatives; when in a new arid dangerous 
situation., do nothing; and if the situation is really dangerous,, 
escape. (AOTHOR/NQ) 
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Even though there are some two hundred Native American 

TRIBES IN ThY^NITED STATES, JHEY SHARE THE SAME BASIC 

beliefs. Their traditions are similar — their lessons' . 
the same. Because the Native American lived and lives close' 

* • 

I 

TO. TflE EARTH/ DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS AND CLIMATES HAVE HAD 
THEIR EFFECTS 0,1 THE STORIES. V 

X 

* 0 

c ■•. 

f Each environment produces, a different kind and type v 

of character. The Alaskan Eskimo birds take the roles 1*hat 



JAVAJO ANIMALS' TAKE IN OUR ORAL HISTOfRY . NAVAJO CLAN SYSTEMS 



developed geographically/ and the clans are place names. , 
Each clan has a family story that concerns the relationsh 
the family had in/pre-history with .the koly people. 

Though geographically in a similar environment to 
-ours today/ the hopl clans xre animal and astronomic i.e. ' * 



the bear clan/ the moon clan/ whi^.e ours are place names. 
Perhaps to emphasise; the locations of the 'Wkvajo Families 

/ • ' - , 

during * time of nomadic travel from place to place, (and 

\ 7 ' 
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FK0I1 WORLD TO WORLD,) 

I 

• ** 

N - The traditional truth' and history of the Navajo 

PEOPLE IS WOVEN THROUGH OUR DAILY LIFE AS THE DESIGN IN ONE 

A 

* ' X 

OF OUR RUGS i The colors and the patterns OF THE STORIES 
ARE INSEPARABLE F.ROM THE FABRIC OF LIFE ITSELF. AND THE 
STORIES WERE AND ARE TRANSMITTED AS PART OF THE DAILY LIFE, 

\ r -1 

the conversations and stories that go on during the daily 
-process define our way of life, even /a^ we lave it. 

The stories and traditions wer|e developed and wer*e 
repeated / with no • thought that someday it wpulld all be history, 
as today, there is no thought that as such, wb are living 
hi story/ but there is an awareness , that this is the way 
things are done — the way things have always been done. 

* - 

There is one right way — the way of harmony and beauty. 

a culture that relies predominately qn oral history- " 
to continue its tradition fln^ds that whenever stories are 



y 

TOLD/ THEY"* ARE CHANGED BY THE PERSONALITY OF THE STORY TELLER. 




Except for the sacred ceremonies themselves/ we-^sj assume 
that the stpries recounted i-n navajo history have been 
q^labo rated over the ye arftwanded / and otherwise changed 
* from the original accounts, 

, we must also assume that some stories are lost 
forever. a contemporary wise woman of a canadian border 
tr'ibe remarked recently/ "maybe, we should let the stories' 



\ 
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die. They may have enbed s their usefulness.^ v 



NOW/ AS TELEVISION AND RADIO PENETRATE, "NTOTHE MOST 
REMOTE CORNERS AND THE N4 GHEST MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENTS OF THE 

» . • " r 

i^AVAJO NATION/ AND HAVE THEIR IMPACT ON US ALL/ IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO RECORD THE STORIES BEFORE THE ADVENT OF EB.ECTRONIC MEDIA/ 
AND ITS INSIDIOUS EFFECT/ TRANSFORMS THEM ONCE AGAIN. 

« * * 

I . - - 

TO PRODUCE THE BOOK NAVAJO Hi STORY / ■ I COLLECTED 

i* 

INFORMATION FROM A NUMBER OF QUALIFIED PEOPLE — TRAINED 



/ 



" 1 



• PEOPLE — WHO HAD SPENT MANY H0J3RS IN LESSONS FROM tflSE 
MEDICINE MEN. ' THESE- PEOPLE ARE RECOGNIZED BY THE COMMUNITY 
.AS HAVING LIVED THE I R LIVES AS CLOSE AS. POSSIBLE. TO THE WAYS 

^^0F|iHE Holy People. 

IT TOOK TWO Jftf EARS/ LONG HOURS / AND MANY CONVERSATIONS. 



I FELL IN*LC#E WITH THE PRE~HISTORY PERIOD/ AND WISHED , 

> 

passionateIy to be able to talk to the Holy People themselves, 
i felt immensely privileged to work with these members of 
our community ~ to get inside the minds of such people. 

f 

I BEGAN TO REALIZE THAT THERE ARE FEW QUALIFIED,' PEOPLE . 

* * * 

4 

•IN. THE WORLD TODAY WHO ARE ABLE TO TRANSMIT THIS-KIND OF 

INSIDE KNOWLEDGE EFFECTIVELY'-- Tp TRANSFER NOT JUST THE 

'•*.'. * 

stories/ but the spirit of the stories/' to the printed page. 
The stories fTnally appeared in book form. Stories t,hat 
by their nature require the intimate form of a gifted story 
teller in a small group are now in book form reaching an 
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AUDIENCE OF THOUSANDS -- CHILDREN/ PARENTS/ SCHOLARLY EXPERTS^ 
AND AN OCCASIONAL INTERESTED bilag£ahaa (ANGLO) , , 

Navajo Wisdom , aa Found in Navajo .Oral History 
by Ethelou Yazzie 

The total body of the oral literature of our people 

I SI VERY LARGE. GeNERAJ-Ly/thIe STORIES FALL INTO TWO CATEGORIES 
TH^RE ARE THE SACRED STORIES. | INCLUDING THE EMERGENCE HISTORY/ 
WHlfcH MOULD CORRESPOND TO THE VALUE CHRISTIANS PLACE ON tI|£ 
BlBllE;AND THE FOLK TALES, OFTEN, BUT NOT ALWAYS/ POINTING 

^ • / 

A MORAL. • \ • 

f \ ' ' 

The Navajo*- sacred stories tell us that the universe » 

i 

HOLDS'TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE. THERE ARE THE EARTH SURFACE 
PEOPLE — BOTH LIVING AND DEAD AND THE HOLY .PEOPLE — 
THOSE POWERFUL/ MYSTERIOUS BEINGS THAT BELONG TO THE SACRED 

/ • • 'A 

world. The Holy People travel on lightning^ sunbeams / and 

- a , T o .... 

rainbows. While they are very powerful/ they are not all- 
knowing/ not ali>e'ower'ful« and not all-good;. they make 
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'MISTAKES AND. HAVE HUMAN EMOTIONS. JKEY CAN BE INVOKED/ 

» . ' • ■ 

SUPPLICATED/ PROPITIATED/ AND COERCED TO HELP THE PEOPLE 0*F 

' « . ' * i 

"\ 

•* # . * 

THE TRIBE/ OR TOCEASE DOINlS DAMAGE, THE HOLY. PEOPLE ALSO 

SERVE AS IDEALS OF BEHAVIOR FOR f 5 HE NAVAJO' PEOPLE TO FOLLOW 

* ' • - ' 

OR EMULATE . . 

>, * v 

The basic lessors taught by the sacred "s/orie| are 

•these: ? • 

.1. The universe is a very dangerous place-. 

2. to survive you must maintain -.order in those areas 



\ 



of life that you can control. 

3. Avoid quarreling/ avoid excess/ and stay in harmony ' 
with your community and with nature. 

4. be wary of non-relatives.' 

5. WhE^N IN A NEW AND TDHRGEROUS SITUATION/ DO NOTHING. 

6. IF THE SITUATION IS REALLY DANGEROUS / ESCAPE. ' 

ACCORDING TO OUR PRE-HISTORY/ SQUABBLING AND QUARRELING 

s . 

... J • 

■ v 8 



, are the worst things that can happen. to any society., al * ; 
the earl if st beginnings of trie^avajo creation/ ^hile the 
First People were" still mist-"People • wpthout form — in the. 
First "World, the Black World* where »ther'e' were -colors but . 

* * . ■ • " ■ - 

'NO LIGHT — THE INSECT v BEiNGS HAD ALREADY 'DEVEL^»P£D A WAY 

. .' -H '» • *• . . 

"OF LIFE .BECAUSE THEY RECOGNIZED THE VALUE ' OF MAKING AND' 

•.»•.'•*..• 

' . • , .. -v'-' 

CARRYING OUT PLANS WITH- THE APPROVAL *OF ONE. ANOTHER. 

SPIDERS/ ANTS/ WASPPPEOPLE/ BLACK ANTS /■ BEETLES , . 

DRAGON FLIES* AND BATS- LIVED IN THE FlRST WORLD AND, WERE* ABLE 
- n • " . _ • • ' 

I • . * 

TO COOPERATE WITH THEIR 1 OWN KIND/ THOUGH 'THEY ■ EOUGHT WITH. „ 

• . " ' : .* 

ONE ANOTHER. , J , • ' • 

t t - 

I WANT TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF WOMEN IN 

* $ ' 

TRADITIONAL NAVAJO BELIEF. WOMEN HAVE ALWAYS OCCUPIED CENTRAL 
POSITIONS * IN OUR LITERATURE AND TRADITION 1 WOMEN OWN THE LAND/ 
AND THE HERDS. THE CHILDREN THAT ARE jfORN' TO A COUPLE ARE 
BORN^To' THE CLAN. OF THEIR MOTHER. SjNCE PREHISTORIC TIMES/ 



f 
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^OMElf.HAVE HELD AN EQUAL POSITION WITH MEN BOTH IN ACCOMPLISHMENT 

t 

and power — earthly and supernatural. . • 

' Appropriately/ we- will .begin with First Woman, 
A'ltse- Asdz-44. "When the Yellow cloud. and the -blue cloud 

# « 

MET ON THE WESTERN, S I DE OF THE FlRST WORLD, flRSXl'/OMAN WAS 
FORMED i WITH "HER QAME A PERFECT EAR OF YELLOW CORN/ WHJTE - 

t ' * ' 

r 

shell and turquoise. . . ^ " , 

First Woman js Ime Holy "Person who is part of, and 



I 

RESPONSIBLE FOR/ THE FljJST CREATION . , SHE' IS THE ONE WHO 

J - ■ $ 

BROUGHT THE WESTERN HALF OF THE- WORLD TO MEET MAN'S EASTERN 



HALF, SHE LI TERALLY> PULLED THE WORLD TOGETHER IN THE FIRST 

< ■': . - A" A 

human agreement to cooperate and couple. 

The story tells uS:In the .First World, "First Han, 

A'ltse Hastiin, BURNED A CRYSTAL FOR FIRE. THE CRYSTAL 
BELONGED TO THE* MIND AND WAS OF CLEAR SEEING,' Wh^N FlRST a 

Man burned the crystal it was the mind'V awakening. First 
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Woman burned turquoise. It was not as strong as the man s 
fire",' In the first dKcussion and agreement among the Holy 
People/ ^Fi rst Man asked First Woman to come live with him, 
and she agreed. but all the beings -fought among themselves 
and the entire cloud oj; beings moved upward," into the blue 

"World. . # . ; ■ • ., • 

* % 
^— . it was not until the people moved into the fourth 

World that they learned to discuss things and cooperate with 

one another. dissatisfaction with evil and' suffering, led 

the people i-n our history to seek a means to lift themselves 

up to a v^orld of better conditions. evil continues to exist 

. c -v. . 

in each successive world. ever/thing has i ts ,oppos ite 

Evil cannot overcone x good, but "is ever, present. The destructive 

v ' ; • * t ■ - 

,FORC£S THAT ARE UNLEASHED - BY • FOLLOWING A NEGATIVE SELFISH ,V 

, v , \. - * ; ■» 

PATH ARE RESTORED TO HARMONY" WHEN MAN. HAS THE WI LL fa WALK 

x » • •-. N ••' ' ■ . ■ ' * 

.THE PATH OF BEAUTY.^ " 



Each move to. a new world involves larger groups of . 
beings — both animal and human — and represent^, more harmony ' 

IN ACTION^MONG THE BEINGS," We CAN SEE THE* PEOPLE MOVE TOWARD 

* , 

A MORE' PERFECT SITUATION AWAY FROM QUARRELING AND TOWARD HAlRMONY 

* ■ „ ■ » 

The. st'ori^nof the- Holy People differ from story-teller 

. • \ * ' 

TO- STORY TELLER, AND FROM TIME TO TIME. THE ^STORIES KE . ( 



PRINTED, FOR INSTANCE, REPRESENT THE STORIES THAT WERE BEING 



mil 

told- around-, Rough Rock, Arizona a't^hat time (1970-71). . » 
There are differences between our priiwed hi story ^nd* the * ■'" 
stories that various social scientists recorded in other; 

> * 

PLACES" IN EARLIER YfiARS. &TILL, THE OUTSTANDING LESSON' 
REMAINS THE SAME. / ' A \ * 

The .wise course of action i£ that which mo'st agree • 

to be wise. " Agreement* can take aVreatdbal o*f time. Not 

<»/ . i * 

ONLY (IfuST THE MAJORITY AGREE' BUT THOSE IN THE MINORITY . . • . 1 
MUST BE CONVINCED OR'^RESIGNED TO THE COURSE' OF ACTION BEFORE * 



ANY COURSE CAN BE FALLOWED. It IS NOT A MAJORITY RULE 
SYSTEM THAT CAN BE DECIDED BY.SIMPLE VOTE/ SUCH AS THE 

• - . 

* ." 

, American system. Mhe Navajo* will not proceed either in his 
pr # e-w story or in contemporary practice until he knows th/vt^ 

*■ \ * 

EVERYONE AGREES EXACTLY ^S TO HOW THINGS SHOULD AND WILL BE 
DONE i THIS BERLOD OF DISCUSSION AND PERSUASIpN MAY TAKE 

- / . - 

HOURS / DAYS, WEEKS, MONTHS, OR YEARS. IN OUR^ORAL HTSTORY 



IT CAN 'TAKE EONS, 



This' dominant trait of the Navajo has confounded 

. Y r- . . • • ,. 

soldiers, Spaniards, -missionaries and the Bureau of 4 Indian 
Affairs, It continues to. confound any person, 'agency, or . 
ORGANIZATION that is accustomed to.' getting the greatest amount 

v ■ ' 

of action in. the shortest period of time. 

- The constant search for harmony and the n^d ^or 
order is reflected in the first stories of the Fourth World, 

o - s y ' ?■ 

J It is a touching account of aTpeople's -coming to "grips with • 



X 
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THE NEED TO COOP&RAJE IN ORDER TO SURVI VeT~~ThE METHOD 

the Navajo chose was community agreement/ rather than some 
form. of 'authority, control. iw result of this decision is 

A PEOPLE. WHO PLACE GREaWaLUE ON SELF-RELIANCE/ BUT ALSO 
REQUIRE THAT 'INDIVIDUAL INDEPENDENCE MUST FIND AN OUTLET 
THAT REFLECTS A BALANCE WITHIN THE FAMILY/ CLAM/. AND TRIBE, 

Our stories* tell us that by the time THAi our ancestor. 

\ 

PEOPLE HAD REACHED THE FOURTH WORLD/ THEY WERE READY FOR SOME 

t 



ORDER IN THE 

\ 



IE I R ^TvEsT^ 

t 

' TO ACHIEVE ORDER/ THERE WERE MANY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ' 

« 

MANY ESSENTIAL THINGS.' THERE IS A . LONG 'DISCUSSION ABOUT THE' 
BEST WAY ' TO MAKE A FIRE* FOR INSTANCE. HAVING . DISCOVERED 
THAT ONE OF THE PEOPLE )HAD BROUGHT Ft I NT WITH HIM FROM THE 
TrtrfRD WORLD/ THE PEOPLE GATHER WOOD FROM^FOUR DIRECTIONS! ." 
PINON/ PINE/ JUNIPER AND SPRUCE. THE' FLAME CAUGHT/^BUT, THE 

' 0 » 

FIRE SPUTTERED/ SNAPPED AND FRIGHTENED THE PEOPLE. • FINALLY 
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ONE OF THE UNNAMEtf HEROES OF NAVAJO HISTORY POKES THE FIRE 
' WITH A BRANCH FROM A TREE, AND TAMES THE BL^ZE. HEHHAS 

INVENTED THE POKES, AND CONTROLLED A POWERFUL ELEMENT IN 

\ 

* 

THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE. 

, I INCLUDE THIS STORY BECAUSE IT* IS ONE OF THE FEW 

* ./ 

IN WHICH INSIGHT -INTO A PROBLEM IS ONE PER&QN!s SOLUTION. 

• v • ' . • X V ' 

.- V 'Generally, it is by'community consent or some supernatural 
-. power Tuat one discovers the solution to a dilemma'. . 

JALKIN© GOD, Haasch'eelti'i, FOR INSTANCE/ WAS THE- 

, awutect of the Navajo hogan. The people build the hogan 

ACCORDING TO TALKING God's DIRECTIONS, AND IT TAKES SHAPE 

quickly. But Talking God did; not* say whereI^s^wanted the 
door. Eventually it is decided that since all p^a^rs and 
j songs start in the east, the doorway of the hogan should 
also face East. Pragmatically, 'since the prevailing winds 



BRING FhERCE SANDSTORMS AND BLIZZARDS FffoM THE WEST, THIS 
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IS A HIGHLY PRACTICAL DIRECTION FOR THE DOOR TO FACE., 

i 

About Talking God.. He is 'the power that is-Life^ - 
who is Spirit'/ ..who was created for Good/ for' Beauty-/ Harmony 
and Blessing. It is he who- restores us, Tt is with his feet/ 
with his bod*/ with his -voice and with his mind that we walk . 
"as we, ;are restored ln the ceremonies of hIalingv^ Ij is Talking 

(fou- WHO GAVE MAN THE GOOD PATH BY WHICH HE^SHOULD GOVERN • 
HIMSELF. 

N 

ONE OF THE" FIRST THINGS THE PEOPLE HAD TO DO WHEN THEY 

IS**"""*""""*' j~ , 

REACHED THE FOURTH WORLD WAS TO STRAIGHTEN 0UJ THE NIGHT "AND 
DAY/ AND ORDER THE SEASONS/ SO-THAT THERE WOULD BE A PATTERN 
TO THEIR LIVES. / ^> 

-■ K - "Once the sun had been made of turquoise/ and marked 

-WITH A NOSE/ EYES AND MOUTH/ AND STREAKED WITH YELLOW/ AND 
WRAPPED IN TWELVE UNWOUNDED BUCKSKINS* THERE WAS A VERY LONG 



DISCUSS I Ofo^F ALL THE BEINGS. NOT JUST THE PEOPLE/ BUT ALL 

_• • v •■• • ' . ... . 



> \ " - " * < 
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LIVING THINGS IN THE FOURTH' WORLD HAD TO AGREE ON SOMETHING 

• ' v 

AS IMPORTANT 'AS .THE SUN. • ■ 

0 " 

; 

•Some thought the *Sun should be placed on the highest 

T ft 

•MOUNTAIN/ BUT" EVENTUALLY IT WAS DECIDED TO PLACE THE SUN.IN 

THE SKY S Then, there was the q6estion of how the sun SHOULD 

^ • ; 

move, Should it move up and down? Should it move in a 

\ > * 

a 

CIRCLE AROUND THE SKY AND NEVER SET? FINALLY ALL AGREED THE 
BEST THING WOULD BE FOR IT TO MOVE FROM EAST TO WEST TO GIVE' 
LIGHT ALL OVER THE WORLD. CAN ONLY BEGIN TO GUESS SOW 

LONG IT TOOK FOR ALL THE LIVING CREATURES TO AGREE ON A PROBLEM 
OF SUCH. MAGNITUDE i " 

, THE EARLY PEOPLE "MUST HAVE HAD FUN NAMING ALL THE 

■ . ■ - ., ' < • 

• * 

things in their environment — stars./ clouds. the navajo / • 
names for things are not arbitrary sounds/ but the words 
take form according to the function of the thing aamed. . 
In the story of the x placement .of the stars jn^he 
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HEAVENS. WE FIND THE PEOPLE DISCUSSING/ AGREEING/ DISAGREEING/ 

\ 

nam;nG/ and we introduce another element — Coyote. 

* » 

,"the people had the same light as they had in, the 
worlds below/ but they wanted a stronger . light to 
awaken them in the morning/ and they" wanted a light 
at Light. Also/ the people wished to straighten out 
the/night and the day so that there would be some 
order in their lives. 

They laid stars on a blanket on the ground. Black 
God placed the North Star. First Man placed the Big 
Dipper while First Woman" j>ut the Little Dipper into 
the sky'. First Man also placed the Seven Stars 
* which Black God claimed represented parts .of his body. 
V/hen First Man and First Woman had named the main 
^ starsxjid placed them in the sky/ they instructed 
the stars to guard' the ksy and man. - * • 



Before First Man was finished placing each star in 
a particular preselected place in the sky/ Coyote came 
along ai&> asked what they 'were doing. Coyote picked . 
up a star and put it into the south and said it was 
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HIS MORNING STAR." 



later/ after having placed his star/ coyote wanders 
away, He comes- back Days? Years? later to discover the 
people still naming and placing the stars. impatiently/ he 



grabs a corner of the blanket and flips the whole star 
i scheme into the sky. v ^ ^ ~ * 

First Man is angry and scolds Coyote. -They" were not 

. ■ <■ 

yet .finished, * It might have been better if --. Coyote 
shftflgs and* walks away/ satisfied that he^has done a good, job. 
Since everything was not in place oR'iii (ordeK in the 
, world/ Coyote had to "double check all the actions of the First 
People. This continues throughout history.- Coyote zigzags 
from right to wrong/ from obedience to disobedience, -he. 

^ CHALLENGES EACH NEW ACTION/ EACH NEW MODE OF BEHAVIOR. He 
MAKES THE PEOPLE TEST EVERYTHING REPEATEDLY TO SEE WHETHER 
IT IS WORKABLE IN ALL SITUATIONS. 
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The Navajo considers the coyote a loner, using clever, < 

• « 

SHREWD, AND OFTEN COMICAL MEANS TO GAIN HIS HIGHLY PERSONAL 
ENDS, V/e HAVE STORIES ABOUT COYOTE. THESE ARE TOLD AS 
CHILDREN'S STORIES TO TEACH THE MORAL VALUES OF 'oi)% PEOPLE, 

The - STORIES tell of coyote's adventures that iblustrate ' _\ 

H-IS ANTI-SOCIAL AND .COMICAL SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS." Ae* ALWAYS 
HAS v TO PAY WHEN HIS TRICKY, SELFISH WAYS, HIS ENVY, GREED, 

j 

and lust do not bring him the good that he desires. 

There is g cartoon series on television, that is called 

"IhE 'ROADRUNNER AND COYOTE". I.N THIS SERIES ELABORATE SCHEMES 

by the coyote to catch the roadrunner always re-sult in bodily 
harm to the coyote. these cartoons parallel his position as 
clown in Navajo literature. His individual anti-social 

brilliance is his downfall. 

y - -• r < 

-,0NE OFbTHE* EARLIEST MENTIONS OF COYOTE IN NAVAJO 
ORAL HISTORY /CAS* APART FROM FOLK TALES) IB «N THE ROLE HE 
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! 

TAKES IN THE SECOND WORLD/ WHEN 'CURIOUS AND ALONE/ HE * 
EXPLORES AND FINDS SUFFERING EVERYWHERE.' In THE THIRD WORLD/ 
It 'IS HIS INTERFERENCE WITH THB WATER MONSTER'S BA^BY THAT. > 

I 

CAUSES THE FLOOD THAT FORCED THE . PEOPLE TO FLEE THROUGH THE . 
REED TWTO THE FOURTH WORLD'/ OR THE PRESENT WORLD AS WE KNOW • 
IT. 

"Coyote's position in the assembly- of the gods matches 
his role elsewhere. theoretically/ there are only 
two choices/ the goo^d, represented by the south side 
.of the assembly/ and the evil represented by the 
. north side.., coyote takes his place near the door so 

THAT HE MAY ALLY *HIMS£lF\ WITH EITHER SIDE ACCORDING 
TO HIS WHIM. (IN GAMBLING^ . . . .COYOTE USUALLY 
LOSES/ F0 1 R HIS JUDGEMENT, LE ADS " H I M^TjO THE FLASHY 

side/ and in Navajo lor^jt is the modest side that 
wins". 



„By allowing the coyote to \impulsi'vely solve some 

PROBLEMS/ OR BY LETTING HIM HAVE h\s OW^J WAY/, CERTAIN 
DIFFICULTIES CAN BE RESOLVED WITHOUT DISCUSSION. BUT 




the responsibility for that solution remains with the 

coyote/ and is not the responsibility *>f the people • ' 

The coyote is also useful for doing things and going 

places which all other reasonable human BEINGS F&AR. 

Whe^i some 'People died while^others were' discussing how to 

b^ild a hogan . . , - 

"no one knew what to do/^so they asked coyote. 

They told him they were leaving it up to w\vj to decided^ 

Coyote decided 'that he # would take a Black Rock and 
GO--TO Black Water Lake" to reinforce his decision 
regarding dead persons. There he would throw the rock^ 
v into the lake. if the rock came up and" floated, the 

i \ ' ' ' 

SPIRITS OF THE DEAD PERSONS WOULD GO UP, AND THERE 

WOULD BE *0 DEATH. I? IT SANK. THE SPIRITS WOULD GO 

TO THE WORLD BELOW/ XnD THERE WOULD BE DEATH. WHEN 

Coyote-went to the lake, and*threw the rock/ it sank. 
That is why the spirits of the dead always go to. the 
world below, 
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TWO DAYS BFTER THE PERSONS DIED/ TWO MEN LOOKED * 
DOWN THE HOLD THROUGH WHICH THEY HAD COME UP 'INTO 
the Fourth World AND. THEY DID NOT *SEE anything, Two ' 
days later/ they looked again. jnts time they „saw 
the dead persons sitting and combing their hair. * , ' 
7 They tocx> the other people what., they had seen ■•* . 

Coyote Acted; totally on his own without consulting 

iff . * 

anyone else ■ even though the matters ^pears. to have been 

settled/ we are left with an ambiguity. are the people dead/ . 

or are they alive -in the preceding world? slnce we can never* 

trust Coyote./ we can go on believing whatever we want to . \ 

believe regarding death. this way all schools of thought/. \ < 

« , . . \ , 

EVEN THAT OF THE MISSIONARY/ CAN BE ACCOMMODATED. > 

0NCE THE PEOPLE HAD, PUT THINGS ^IN'THE UNIVERSE TOGETHER 

\ * 

- » v * . . 

to their own satisfaction/ they^made up the shoe game. 

(not everything can be serious even when you are making * 

history). Now each animal has its own song, There is an 

owl song/ a bear son?/ a turkey song, this song determines « 
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WHICH TEAM WILL START THE GAME: ; 

1 ' \ 

* $ 
* lid bao 6 'oo^ 

lid bao oo - 

$ hex naa tsi'da 

na hot*in y$$gi 

jadi naagha [ . \ 

* 

* . o o woo hax - „ 

•, • » ' 

v now the moccasin game had a very serious purpose. - 

That was to determine which Animals would walk during the day 

.and which would be the, creatures of the- night, So to see 

f ■ . . 

which animals got the night shift/ they began their game. 

The rules -were made* by One Walking Giant/ who had 

an .eagle feather in. the pb.&m of his hand, from th§. feather 

SHONE A FAINT RAY OFlMGHT LIKE AN ALMOST INVISIBLE -RAINBOW / 

; •' : - \ • ■ \. ■ . ■ . . 

This ray of Light would help him\know waidri moccasin had a 

BALL HIDDEN IN IT.. 

' . «■» • 

One Walking Giant brought 102 yucca counters with him. 
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These wre used to, keep score. 'The number came .from the 
102 sun rays.- When one side gets 102. points/ that side Wins 

"rfiE GAME • 

The animals and the Holy People played the game all 



J 



NIGHT/ BUT NEITHER SIDE* WON ALL THE 'COUNTERB , 'SlNCE NEITHER 
SIDE WON, WE" HAVE BOTH NIGHT AND DAY. $0- IN THE MORNING/ a 
THE PEOPLE WENT ON THEIR OWN WAY ACCORDING TO. THEIR^OWN NATURE 



0 



This was the last time all were Together, 

i ■ ■ 

^irst Han and First "Woman decided when the seasons 
were to be/ and gave the lightning people a time to come. 

* ; 

After winter, they were to wake everyone so that all would 
kjnow that spring had come. 1 the lightning people, also had 
to warn th£ people that winter was not yet here / so that 
they would not tell stories at "the wrong time of the year. 

fOR' THE FIRST PLANTING/ FlRST llAN CONTRIBUTED THE 
WHITE CORN THAT HE HAD ALWAYS HAD. flRST WoMAN GAVE THE 



YEULOW CORN. TURKEY. DANCED BACK AND FORTH |OUR TI^JES/^ND 



"Ol)T of his feather goat dropped four kernels, qf corn which 



WERE GRAY / BLUE/ AND BLACK AND RED. *BlG. SNAKE BROUGHT FOUR 

W|j|fER^|LeQ/ THE -CANTALOUP 



SEEDS WHICH WERE THE PUMPKIN, THE .t*VERMEL8Q/ THE 'CANTALOUPE 

A - v ; ■ • * ' 

AND THE MUSKMELONi The'hARVEST FROM 'THESE SEEDS WAS V.ERY 

V v • . * ' -'. f 

LARGE. I . ■ « x ■ 

The Universe in orderXand, the harvest done / FirSt 

. > - s \. - • ' •* • - , «-\ 

Man and First Woman were ready to .raise a child. The child 

• ••••• t • 

that they raised^was found on Cft;o;i/i,(SoBERrtADO'R Knob) . . 
She is called Changing Woman or White Shell Woman.' 

The child was born of, darkness and the dawn was her ^ 



father. . SAlt Woman and CoyotV helped raise 'her. The%, fed 



HER ON SUN RAY '.POLLEN. POLLEN FROM THE CLOUDS/ POLLEN FROM 

'•' / ' " ■ , ' 

the plants and the dew of flowers, 

When she- became of age she had her celebration. The' 
first selebration known AS^ip^afdaa (The Walk into Bbabty).. 
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'The same ceremony is given today for Navajo girls when they 
reach puberty/ except that changing woman lay on a pile of 
blankets facing west/ whereas today the -girl must face the. 
east so that she can see the earth and sky-. 

• . " : v " -' - - 

^ ' » ' 

The Holy People who were -living. on the eart^t that 



TIME PERFORMED THE CEREMONY FOR CHANGING WOMAN. THEY- DID 



THIS SO THAT SHE WOULD BE ABLE TO HAvVcHI LDREN . 



When she was^grown into womanhood she bore twin, sons 
who were to become saviors of the people. j|s they grew/ . 
they asked over and over again/ "who is our father?" but * 



SHE NEVER LET THEM KNOW. 



One day the twins were out 'walking and parsed a holb 

IN THE GROUND FROM WHICH SMOKE ROSE. JhE BOY^S CLIMBED- 
DOWN THE HOLB AND FOUND A WOMAN WITH SPIDER WEBS ALL OVER 
ThfE WALLS AND CEILING, In THE WEBS WERE FEATHERS FROM ALL 
KINDS OF BIRDS. (COLLECTING FEATHERS WAS SPIDER WOMAN'S 



hobby). She knew the boys were going to come,/ and she • 
knew why they were there 7 she told them' all. the things ^ ^ 
they would need to know to find. their father/ the'sun. 

x Spider Woman was one of the greatest women of all* 
tn4&. y today she would be a scientific or engineering genius, 
she could forsee events / ; know, plans / " understand the laws of; 
mature, Spider Woman was able to if^erpret natural law/ 

and put it to use for the navajo people... 

" ; . , S .- 

''About your journey/' she -told the twins, "it won't 

, . \ * 

TAKE A DAY/ BIJT A LONG/ LONG TIME." 

WE "KNOW" THAT EPIC JOURNEYS IN. ALL ' LITERATURE ARE A 
METAPHOR FOR LIFE/, AND* INL«FINDING AND SEARCHING FOR THEIR 

V 0 

father/ the boys also find their strength and' their identity/ 
and the strength of the people at the same time. 

We find that this is also the <storV of man!s journey 

* * i » . s — 

UPWARD/ WITH ALL OF ITS OBSTACLES AND DANGERS IN SEARCH OF 
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<■ 

the heavenly father within , the power 'that we call. talking 
God. • . 

The earth" is* our mother* and the sun is our father. 
Our hero twins were the sun's children. The great desire 

i 

of Monster Slayer and Child Born for Water was to rid the • 
earth qf the monsters and giants that were roaming the- 

/ 

EARTH AND TERRORIZING THE PEOPLE. THEIR^LIFETIME JOURNEY ~* 
WAS TO FI^D THEIR FATHER TO GET THE "WEAPONS THEY NEEDED) TO' 

9 - ' 

KILL THE GIANTS. THEIR ADVENTURES AND SUCCESSES IN^THIS - 
fflSSltfN IS ONE OF -THE -FAVORITE STORIES OF MY'PEOPLE. 

, .... 4 " * 

The twins set off on their journey. When they came 
•to the cutting reeds that had killed ot^er travelers, they ■ 
knew the chants and prayers jkh at would .save them.- spider 

Woman had taught them all the things they needed t6 know. 

• * < 

As THEY PRAYED AND CHANTED/ THE CUTTING REEDS GREW SOFT r 

) 

'Plume? , and parted to let them drink the water they needed 
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TO QDNTINUE THEIR JOURNEY, 

S 



WHEH THEY CAME TO THE" HIGH DUNES. OF SHIFTING AND 



X 



M'OVING SAND THAT/HAD BUR I £D -OTHERS, THEY KNEW THE CHANTS "AND 

• * • t 

PRAYERS THAT WOULD SAVE THEM, - WHEN THEY CAME TO THE CANYON 
WITH THE.) "CLOSING IN"WU.LS'',. THEV FLOATED THROUGH THE CANYON 

ON THE MAGIC FEATHERS THAT^SPIDER.WOMAN HAD GIVEN THE'M. 

/ 0- ' - * 

•-••*'• » • g* > 

DTSREGARDtNG^S'PJDER Woman S WARNINGS, they chose the 
BROAD SHADY TRAIL ON THE NORTH SIDE OF. THE FOUR PILLARS OF ■ 



Rock. As they passed" 'The first* pi-llar,, they saw' that some 

% ■ '. ^ 

OF. THEIR HAIRS BECAME TIPPED WITH JlJJJE . " AFTER THEY PASSED ' 

THE SECOND PILLAR THERE ^ERE GRAY STREAKS THAT WERE VEjW ' 

.•'••*» h ■* 

NOTICEABLE, A PROTECTIVE MESSENGER TOLD THEM TO CHANGE * ■ 

THEIR COURSE, AND THEY^ PASSED THE LAST TWO PILLARS ON THE 

sYeW SUNNY SIDE,^3N A" NARROW AND SHEER TRAIL. THE TWINS ■ 

/ ' r - ■ x 

' ^/ . . 

REALIZED THAT IF THEY HAD NOT CHANGED COURSE THEY "WOULD HAVE 

^ * , ■ ■< 

DIED OF OLD AGE. 
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Measuring^ worm carried the now middle aged twins 

% 

ACROSS THE "WASH THAT SWALLOWED"." THEY JUST HUNG ON HIS 
, ^ \ 

back, and he sprang right across. ,- n 

• Beyond the place .known as "Darkness?/ they rode the 
water striders across.. the ocean to the home- of the Sun. 
There they faced many tests before the Sun would recognize 
themes' his children.. Thanks to Spider Woman 's/brief'ing 
sessions/ they succeeded in' all the tasks that wjfere set for 

THEM. , 

The boys .were given suits of flint armor, the older 

in dark flint and the younger in blue • flint! the sun ~*agre£d t 
to give the'm lightning to use as weapons ' in killing the monsters/ 
fhough he reminds the ifwtjsthat he is sad about their mission 



as the monsters are his^6h*bbren too. 

The -Twins return to earth / and fulfill their mission, , 
in a long=-saga_of^ the killing of each different kind of 
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MOBSTER AND GIANT. v * ^ 

• ■ > 

' The Navajo always ha$ an intermediary between the 

CONFLICTING FORCES IN HIS LIFE'. Th IS. INTERMEDIARY CAN PULL , 

« 

THINGS INTO PLACE. <ThE INTERMEDIARY CAN PROVIDE ORDER FROM 

chaos/ and is not limited by time or space. 

> Spider' Woman knew the laws of nature thoroughly. She 
was able to interpret these laws and put them to work for the- 

c » 

Navajo people. €nce Spider Woman's work was done — having . 
set the twins on' their way to their father with the tools *• 
they neede^d to accomplish the lr 7 task — she moves out of v 
•the picture. •* ' 

Our Holy People have limited ter!ms o& office. Their ' 

/ . ' ' ■ "- - - - . . ' ■ ' ' 

* ,.. •« • . - • i - . 

TIME AND E3tfSTBN.CE IS DETERMINED ON DIFFERENT LEVELS ACCORDING 
TO THE I R\ DUTIES AND THEIR GIFTS. THEY DO THEIR JOBS AT THE 

\ 

■ PROPER TIME AND IN THE PROPER WAY. lt 

■ . :/ ' ■ ■ • 

/ As a Navajo / I know that the Holy People have their 

v » 



31 \ 

■ ■ '• y . 

HOMES AT THE FOUR SACRED MOUNTAINS • I CAN REACH THEM THROUGH. 
MEDICINE MEN. OUR MEDICINE MEN GO THROUGH A LONG AND RIGOROUS 
TRAINING PERIOD — A LIFETIME OF TRAINING/ REALLY -- AND THEY 
ARE GIFTED WITH THE POWER TO RESTORE ME TO THE RIGHT WAY 
THROUGH PRARER/ SACRED SONGS/ CHANTS AND INTRICATE RITES. 

i 

f'lY NEED/ .OR ILLNESS/ MAY .REQUIRE ONE SHORT THIRTY 
MINUTE PRAYER/ OR A MULT I -NIGHT CEREMONIAL EVENT. WHATEVER 
IT IS/ MY MEDICINE MAN/ LIKE SPIDER WOMAN WITH THE TWINS/ 
WILL KNOW WHAT IT IS THAT I NEED. AND WILL SEE THAT IT IS 
DONE. \ 

In the most beauti/ul of our ceremonies/ the" Nine 

Night chant/ dancers* masbbd. as personifications of the Holy 

/ ® # 

Peopl^or D-jvine Powers/ are led by Talking God/ wearing a- 



HEAD DRESS OF TWELVE WHITE EAGLE FEATHERS. THIS IS" A 
HEALING CEREMONY OF BLESSING WAY WT I S- HELD AT HOME/ IN 
VARIOUS PLACES IN. THE WINTER MONTHS. ' 



The final -song/ at dawn of the last day when the YeiS/ 

THE DANCERS/ TAKE LEAVE/ IS THE BLUEBIRD CHANT. It IS THE 
SONG/ THE MOMENT THAT ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE COME TO SEE 
THE CEREMONY AND* PARTICIPATE IN ITS BLESSING/ HAVE WAITED 

* *y ■ . 

for-. Corn pollen is 1 thrown upon the dancers as they leaved- 
singing this Bluebird Chant which expresses the blessing and . 
joy of harmony/ and health -restored/ the joy of life. "we 
rememberstoo/ that talking god told us/ that when we should 
see Bluebirds or other songbirds that we would know he was 

NEAR. ^ 

This is called^essing Way* that was' given by Talking 
God at the place of emergence into this world. At this new 
beginning the yei took the/lr leave and told us that we oould 
not see them any more , yihe song birds remind us of their 
presence. ' * ■ 
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